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TROUBLE ON THE WAY

THE BIGGEST STRUGGLES for ‘yeers ere building up between the
ruling clase end the workers, "Preliminery skirmishes have oy
elready teken place in Londom - first the printing workers, then
the busmen, now the ges meintemence men, ~~~The neasy honeymoon
between cepitel and lebour, the result of a Lebowur .Government,
looks like ending in the Divorce Court in the neer future, .

Both sides are'preparing'for action,;gﬁd-therq?fﬂ every
likelihood of widespreed strikes during the coming winter, ..

After the pest five yeers, there camot be msny illusions
. left ebout the charscter of the Labour Government, ~ They have
shown® themselves rcady to hurl every kind of abuse,- end use every
strikobreaking method short - so far - of emmed force, against
- workers fighting for better conditions and wages, . S5

- 7. "The men on strike ere the blacklegs end gcabas," oried
Lebour Minister Iseacs during the bus strike, when ‘trying to ‘pin
its leadership on to the Stalinists, What tripe! ' Ex-trade
union bureeucret Isaecs knows full well whet & blackleg is, -

: "At @ time when our soldiers ere fecing serious risks in
Koree," said the seme oharscter, “it is essential that there should
be no denger of interference with'their supplies end support, "

Who sent the 17-yeer-old conseripts to fece desth in Korea, Iseecs?
Your Lebour Govermment, It was certainly not the choice of the
workers thet they should be sent, In suy cese, does Isssos
seriously believe that supplies for:Kore& sre carried on the 24

3 e

bus route from Pimlico to Hempstesd Heath? -

No-one, of course, took the trouble to find out what the
gtrike wes all sbout,
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. In the first plece, the busmen are not against employment
of "clippies™ as most of the deily pepers suggested, Their
8rievence wes thet a &1 & week wege cleim hed not been put forward
to the Londonm Treusport Executive by the T.& G.W.,U.

As one conductor teld us, men will xnot join London Treusport
~on the present wege rate, Until the &1 was secured, the men
rightly held that recruitment of "clippies" should be stopped,

If women'were: prepared to take the lower wage, DProviding the
influx of lsbour needed by the L.T,E,, the wege cleim would stand
no chence of success, This poinut of view was shared by Present
clippies, on strike with the men,

- Iseacs' threatr to introduce laws ageinst "strike agitators"
was welcomed unreservedly by the Tory Press, The threet, at this-
./ stage, /wés Probebly partly & bluff to breek the strike, but it is
| an 'indiestion of the lengths to which the Labour lesders are Prep-
~ered to go in defence of cepitelism, It was interesting, too, to
hear the “revelation“{-_long common knowledge - that the Special
‘Branch hed sent its spies esmong the WOk YBacs -~ -t 1w obusy
. ‘The strike collepsed through lack of proper co-ordinetion,
' Thére wes no elternativa'orgenisation to thet uéelesa moungtrosity,
. the T/& G.W.U, The lesson is ‘clearly thaﬁ-auchwan'organisetion,
based on renk-end-file delegete committees, linking up the bus,
trolley, tram and tube workers, must be built before the next
strike tekes place,‘”,”Unless this is done, direct ectiox cannot

be successful,

In building this orgenisation, however, workers must guerd
~egeinst ettempts by the Stelinists to capture control, Auny
Stelinist-run body is worse than useless for militant action, The
CvP. is concerned not with winning strikes, but in usiug workers to
serve the perty's political ends, While we do not - like the
Labour Govermment - overrate the influence of Stalinism among the
‘working cless, we do recogmnise that, in.the absence of a Positive
alternative to:Lebour's reactionary policy, the Stelinists will

- geiln suppert,: d that would be & major defest for any hopes of

@ decent Society, !

- Thé only policy which offers & way forward is that of
Syndicelism, It rejects ALL politicel Perties, Tory, Liberel,
. Labour or Stelimist, It seys that the workers' struggle is on the
industriel field, 'snd that the ultimate aim must be workers' comtrol
of industry, ‘It ‘offers & form of orgeanisation in which - unlike
- uniong such es ‘the T.& G.W.,U, - the renk-snd-file determine Policy
end ectiomn, - i 2

Workers who want this kind of organisetion are invited to
join the Syndicelist Workers Federation, Our peth is struggle -
our will is freedom, :
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THE PRINTING LOCKOUT

The decision of the London Mester Printers Association to
lock-out 5,000 members of the London Society of Compositors, was
the olimex to & bitter strugglé, of meny months' duration,

THE ISSUES 'The principal ‘issu¢ of the struggle wes not conmocted
~o. o .with the present average wage of London compositors,
1t was the result of the compositors' demend for am £8 basic wege,
elthough most of them are earning an-everege wage above that figure
They teke the correct view thet, while the present shortege of '
compositors exists, they will be able to get & reasonable wage, but
they are oconcerned at probeble slashing of their extres in the *
event of .a slump in the trade., The delaying tactics of the _
employers ‘resulted in" the I1,S.C, teking direct ection, by epplying
work-to~rule, - i s e

SOLIDARITY The employers, orgeniged in the London Master Printers -

g Assocition, replied by giving two weeks motice to the
workers, The E.C., of the L.S.C. countered with the decision,
confirmed by & delegate meeting, %o epply furthey restrictions,

At this sterge the employvers brought the periodicels brauch
of the Newspeper Society into the frey, end epplied the dismissal
notices to compositors employed by members of that society, This
section of the trade comprises the Lomdom suburbern locsl vapers, '
the trede press, end some of the weekly megezines,. - '

On August 26 the lock-out began, The workers were solid,
but not so the employers, For them the greet geme wes to see which
one could cut the other's throet first, . 4 : i

THE EMPLOYERS = On the generel brinting side of the trede, the
ma jority of employers applied the lock-out, On
the loceal newspaper side, however, most employers decided their
own survival was of more importauce, Better to tolerate work-
to-rule then ceese Production, eand ellow a rivel paper to step in
end teke ome's resders, Only the big publishers could teke &
chance, The enployers' main difficulty wes the lack of scabs, :
The best they oould do, in most cases, wes use apprentices, who
were indentured and could wot walk out in support,: =

PROBLEMS RAISED  The fact thet employers were able to issue -

s 3 . dismissel motices without & murmur from the
Government, despite the compulsory erbitration order, needs
noting, g 3 - il

gA serious sctback was that the printing machine minders,
who are orgenised in a separate umion =- the Printing Machine.
Manegors Trade Society - did -not support the compositors, ~Their
reason wes thet they hed settled their own claims several weeks
earlier end celled off their work-to-rule, . Just another
indication of the deficiencies of the craft form of uniouism,
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Sk CONFERENCE

] At 8 special conference of the A.F,B,, held in Manchester
on, August 6, the urgent need ix this c8untry for en orgenisation
which would concern itself with symdicklist propeganda and 5
eaction wes fully discussed. - o ey
Al - Ag @ result, it was decided to dissolve the A,F,B., aud to
. form fhe SYNDICALIST WORKERS FEDERARION, - Other decisions were
+thet the S,W.F. should affiliate with the International Working

.- ~Mens Apsociation; that it should ‘take over the effscts of the

'A.F,B, = including "Direct Action™ - and thet ite membership .
.8hould be open to all workers who wsnted & radical change in
‘industrial orgenisation, and the creation of a free soaiety,

. ~Aims .end priunciples end en orgenisetionel basis were drawn
‘up-by. the conference, Greetings to the new orgenisation were
received from the I.W.M,A, (Generasl secretariat, -Stoekholm),
I.W.M.,A. (W, Buropeen bureau, Lyons), C.N.T. of Spein in exile,

iCuli Ty .of Frence, S.A.C, of Sweden end the C,N,T, of Bulgaris in
GOERRG, e i R R

The objects of the S,W.F, sre to:- Sag

.o {e) meke en active pert in the strusgle: for working cless
'solidority, shorter working hours, immediate wage incresses and
improved workingz conditions; to propegete direct sctiom as +the
ouly effective means in this struggle, St :

-, ~{b) Oppose &1l ettacks on the working class, whatever form
they may teke, whether by couscription of lebour, strike-breeking,
~Grives for increessed- production and longer working hours, wage
euts or umemployment, * 5§ :

(¢) Resist the ettempts of ell political perties end

embitious individusls to gain control or meke use of the workers

. industrial orgearnisations,

., (d) Work for the extension of workers industrial committees
- into syndicelist unions, federated to & General Confederation of

Lebour, snd to provide the orgenisational basis for this developmsit

4 () Work for the gbolition of oapltelism sms: Stats
. @uthority, end for the achievement of common ownership end
workers control of the lend, industry .6énd .ell mesns of Production
and distribution, on the besis of voluntary co-operation,
To be successful, the §.W,F, needs the immediste end
ective support of ell revolutionery workers in its effort to
create an industriel slterustive to trade union buresucracy, on
.the ome hend, end the Stalinists on the other,

: We hope YOU will Join us in this work, If you ere
Prepored to de so, or if you would like further deteils about the
SUWOFI’- write to:- j

5 - SW.F, (Notional Committee),

220 Amberley Rosd, ° i
London, W,7. :

or Generel secretsry, S.W.F,
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AIMS & PRINCIRLES. - -

. Adopted by the constitutive conférence, at
g TV ‘Manchester, .Augg‘gt 6., 1?50, OB

e e e
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F)

THE SYNDICALIST WORKERS FEDERATION seeks to egtablish'a free
society, which will render impossible the growth of a privileged
class and the exploitation of man by man, The S,W.,F, therefore
advocates common ownership and workers coutrol of the land, ind-
ustry end 8ll mesuns of production and digstribution, on the basis
of voluntery co-overetion, In such & society the wege system,
finence and money shall be abolished, and' goods produced and
distributed not for profit, but according to humen needs,

CLASS STRUGGLE- The intercsts of the working class and ‘the ruling
cless are directly opposed, The S.W.F. is besed upon the inevit-
eble day-to-dey struggle of the workers 8geinst those who own and
control the mesns of Productiorn and distribution, and will continue
thet struggle until common ownership and workers control are . - -
achieved, ; y : :

DIRECT ACTION Victory in the fight ageinst class dominstion cen
only be achieved by the direct getion of the workers themselves,
The 3., W.F{ rejects all perliementery end gimiler ectivity es
deflecting the workers from the class struggle into peths of cless .

collaboration,

THE STATE .~ The Stete in all its forms is the enemy of the workers,
and cennot exist within e clegsless society, The S,W.F, does not,
therefore, hope tc use the State to achieve the emancipation of

the working cless; it does not S¢ek- to obtain sewts in the Cebinet
or Parliement, - lor does it desire to build & new State on the
ruins of the old, Any attempi, by an allegedly working class
rarty, to creste 2 new State, ‘cen only result in a new ruling clasgs,

ORGANISATION = To achieve these alms the workers must organise,
They must replece the hundreds of craft and f£eneral trade unions
by syndicelist industrial unions, As en imuediate step to that
end, the S.W.F. eids the formetion of workers committees in all
fectories, mines, offices, shipyards, mills and other pleces of
work, end their development into industrisl unions, federated to
8n ell-national Federation of Labour, s TR Ty

INTERNATIONALISM  The S.W.F., a8 & section of the International
Working Mens Asseciation, stands firm for international working
class solidarity, 3
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PROFITS -AND TAX DODGING

The suggestion, on the part of & group of influentisl
shareholders, that Blackburn and Genersl Aircraft Co, Ltd,,
with & nominel capitel of £916,812, should go into voluutary
liquidetion, hes been dropped,  Oune of the major factors which
lifted the oompany off the rocks was the goverament's new
reermement pregramme, The "Daily Telegraph" of Sept,
gleefully commented, "The goverunment's resrmement Progremme will
meen substentiel eircraft orders for the compeny, In view of
the changed prospects, the suggestion of voluntary liquidetion
is deed,' g '

UP AND UP  Me&nwhile, riding high on the tide of good fortuue .

brought by the armement drive, Neepsend Steel end =~ '

Tool Corporation aunounced, on August 30, e finel dividend of
T, plus @ 15% bonus, This mekes e 30% dividend for the yeer,

It ig equel to'e 60% dividend on the besis of the old cepitsl,

before it wes "re-volued" - snother method of tox dodging, -Not

too bed = lrst yerr they mede omly 50%, imcluding 20% boumus,
Sheepbridge Engineering oniounced, on the some day, o

finol dividend of 50%, making 40% in oll for the yeor, During . .

their first 58 months treding under their présent title they
mede & 15% dividend,  The Present figure comperes very favour-
ably with thet, Sheepbridge Engineering wes formerly: known

r8 Sheepbridge Corl and Iron Compony: netionalisation removed :
coal from their contrel, while the shereholders removed the cash,

"pAX SAVING" “On Séptegbér“?'the;anaoﬁ "Evening News" gave
: : shareholders esdvice on the best wey to “sesve &

certain amount of tex,™ Unless you ere & weeslthy shareholder,

8 member of the privileged classes, exd -have influential friemnds,
don't try it - it will Probebly result in your doing time,

In essence the method is simple, A prosperous company
ohanges, theoretically, its domicile, South African Breweries
heve Jjust announced their plen to do this,  The "Bvening News"
forecests that the ohange from Lomdon to South Africa will result
in an extra 15% dividemd, i .

-1 cese you are e sharcholder in Loundon Bricks, here is &
pit of cheering mews, New 40s, sheres were issued on Sept, Y,

If you were elreesdy & shereholder you could heve got them
without heving to pey ‘the 14s,9d, Premium on’ esch shere on the
merket, If you did mot went them you could heve-sold your: -
"rights" to e stockbroker and picked up some cesh, Unless your
conscience troubled you, you need not hove mentioned it to the .
chep from the tex offioce, : ' s

Methods of compeny directors ere direct enough in meking
profit, "bomus" and dodging tox, Isn't it time we took direct
action to secure ourselves & living wage? MR R -
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DEATH PAYS A DIVIDEND The British employing class care little
T how many lives are sacrificed as &

result of their supplying mechine tools and other war materials
to Russisa, Likewise, the ruling-clase of Ruesin are preparsd
to trade war meteriels to Amsrica, On September 2, American
dockers, at Elizabeth, New Jersey, unlozded the Finnish ehip,
TORNATOR, The cargo, from Leringred cousisted of furs, carpet
wool, essential oils and 2,100 tons of cotton linters - used in

‘meking gun cotton,

$ A8 %S 28 ps

NO .LOOTING THESE DAYS Statements in the Cermen press that more
i than 20,000 wes being spent om the
redecoration of Auel castle, neur Boxn, Germeny, were confirmed
by @ British sporesmen om Auguct 28, The oastle is the home -of
Lt,-Gen, Sir Gordion Macready, economic advisor to Sir Ivone ;
Kirkpatriock, British High Commissioner, The cost-is to be charged
to the German people, . Lesg than a year 2g0, Maj,-Gen, W,A,
Bishop, Rubr High Commissioner, had his millicmairs's mension
house done up - at & cost to the Germen psople of 32,000,

v o e e R

WHAT AN INCENTIVE On September 1, Patriclk McNamara, & territor-
ial sergeent in his apars time, and & miner .
during the dey, was sentenced to be reduced to the ranks, and to .
nine months detention, by a court mertial-s+ York, His otffence
was striking his commanding officer and using insubordinate
languege, This consisted of giving the G.0. & Piece of his mind
and throwing & glass of beer in his face, ‘n an ordinary court,
the sergeamt end officer would probably have hoth been bound over

in the sum of 5s each or, at worst, the sergeant finsd 40s.

1 e A
e el RS

WIRTT DID IT GO? Om August 25 Jomes, Stephenson end Stalinist

Arthur Hor r, of the N,U.M., met the Czech
embagsedor, to enguire why the 42,000 collected by Czeeh miners
for the Whitehaven colliery disaster victime, three years ago,
hed never been paid over by ths Czech Goverument , Results of
the negotiations were not disc®oged,

E20H2 082D

KITCHEN TAP BROKEN? Water frou the Jordan, it is reported, will
be used te christem the new rrincess,
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3, TREATMENT

Before the iirst shot hee been fired, or the first Plane~—
load of high explosives droppel on a helplecs city in & third
world war, the s :ment production drive is slready taking its
toll of human life, An average ¢f four hundred lives & week,
to be exact - mot in Korsa, Malaya:or some other reomote corner

3 REAKDOWN _IN, T.

of the earth, but right here in thisfcdghtryﬁ_;

Dr, Joun Lawson, of Eest Lordon, receutly 'told a Socialist
Medicel Association Association conferernce that more then
220,000 People sre suffering from tuberculogis, with a deathrate
of 400 a week, e consideresi +hat 1t was rot only e problem for
doctors - malnutrition and bad Lousing were the main contributory
causes of T,B., _'Binge the wer," he.said, Mtheve-has been a
‘serious breskdows in the troatmsnt of m.B,% -
Er, C.X. Cullen, T.B., Officer for Shorcditch; London, said
at the same confercnce, "Umder Lhe Netionsl Health Act there hss
been-e complete brecakdown in “he machinery for treating tubercul-
osig," Betweon fifty and sixty thousend nsw ceses were being -
reported ‘every yrcrv, ‘More tham 10,000 people were weiting to
86t into hospitels end sanstoric, The shortzge of beds meent
thet many edvanc«C coses were nct even recommonded for admission
to hospital, and there were the most infectious cases,

The shortege of mursing steff, which prevented many vietims
of the diseasse from getting ececuste treatment, could be directly
attributed to the poor wages sna bpd conditiors under which murses
-+ hepd- to work, Dr, Cullem edded, .- e i

% On the credit side, he s2id, there had been.sn immense
improvement in-the methods of diagnosis and treatment in recent
yeers, Better X' Ray fecilities existed, an® personnel were better
treined, - Whet was needed weis resources Lo build new hospitals,
steff them, provide decént houeing eund good food for everycue,

In lest yenr's Budget 28, in the pound wos spent on the
Netionrl Herlth Service, a8 ogoinst 4s, in the pound on moking
guns, ‘With the recent exprnsiom in the armaments drive, the
€8P 1s likely to bs even wider at the next Budgmet, ' ‘More' ond
more money is to bs spent on weopona of destruction, end less
~nd less omn preserving life, '

Are politicinne mpd? We may be oble to give n clearer
rnswer if we comtract 7,B, Our chences cre not too remote -
it is a2 predominently working closs disesse,

- : ] i KoHn

R

TN e—
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. T.F. CALLS -OFF BLOCKADE .

(IWMA)  The international blockade against Argent-
ine shipping, called by the International Trensport Woryers
Federation, has been sbandoned, Amnouncing this decisionm,
the I.T.F, says the .reason for this decision was thet the
Argentine gseemen, .finding it impossible.to-continue their_
struggle for ecomomic ressons, hed returned to work, Whatever
the truth mey be behind thigs stetement, no facts to prove it
heve so far been published, , A R - P

. The first workers orzenisetion to ! iditiste the, strug-
g2le ageinst Peron's fescist treatment of thé free union move-
ment, was the F,0.R.A., Argentine section of the I.,W.M,A, The
F.O.R.,A, organised & whole series of dockers' strikes, mainly
in the port of Buenos Aires, ' PGS

‘In'these strugglea the F.0.R.A, oprosed uwot ouly the
employers and the fascist euthorities, but also the trade union
orgenisation controlled by Peron's regime, the:0.,@/P¢ 7 The :
locals of the ¥.0,R.A. are closed by the police, its publicet-
ionus are bamned, but still it continues the fight,

- .We have slready notcd thaet the I.T.F, procleined an:
internstionel Blockede ageinst all Argentine shipping, in
gsoliderity with the sotion of the Argentine seemen, whose
orgenisation is affiliated to the I.T,F, Unfortunately it
cannot be cleimed that the internetional federetion's decisien
hed 8 strong resotion emong its effilisted national sections,
On the contrery, trensport workers-in & number of countries
refused t0 teke pert in the sction, o W R YR ol !

The Germen dockers-et Bremen end Hemburg refused to
work on two Argentine boats, ' These were then diverted to
the French port of Cherbourg, however, where they were < “loaded.,
The oBTgoes had been: taken from Bremen and Hemburg to i

Cherbourg by railway, ! B e (g : '

- . In Englend, headquarters of the I.7,F,, London dockers
refused to hendle the Argentinian "BVA FERON," . No less then
8ix officiels of the Tdensport and Genersl Workers' Uyion came
down to the dock to persuede the workers to hendle the cargo, .
According to them, the I,?,F. blockede wes 1mot supported by the
union, It wes probebly a gimilar situstion in other countries,
end it wes this which prompted the I,T.F, to.lift the blockede,
And when the Argentine sesmen found themselves forced to
cepitulate, advantage was teken of this to caell off the
internationsl ection,

But the ending of the Argentine seeamen's strike was no
reason for the I,T.F, to call off internationel ection, Thisg
@otion should have been contirued wntil the Argentine seamen's
right to freedom of orgeuisetion was fully recognised, It is
likely thet this would have been suocessful if the workers of

all countries had given their support, = John ANDRRSSON,
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- SYNDICALIST CONGRESS IN' SWEDEN

e The 13th congress of. the Swedish Workers Centrel Orgen-
igpetion (SiA.C.) - Swedish sgotion of the Internetional Working
. Men's Associstion, held recently in Stockholm, was ettended by
© 110 delegetes, representing 303 locel federetions, In eddition
‘there were the members of the orgéuisstion's sdministretive
_end centrel committees, end reyresentatives of the S.A.C.'s
" ipdugtriel federations. and -the moyement's press, - . . -

EE e The jopening of the cougress, which meérked the S,A,C.'s
- 40th énniversary, wes an lmpressive spectacle, . There' was )
singing, musio exnd' jubilee speeches, . One of the finest details
'Waa*b_parade»of-banners: a8t the heed of the procession was_ ‘the
bemner received by: the S,A.C. irom. the-Spanish §(¢,N,T, end
behind it fifty flegs from local federations of the S,A,C,

Meny Swedish .orgenisetions sent delegates to the opening
ceremony, &8s am cxpression of the great esteem in which the .
ectivVity eand strussle of the S.A.C. is held, Among them were
the “Associetion of Working Class Culture, the Co-operstive Feder-
ation, the Federestion of Swedish Writers, etc, Betwéen them,

these orgenisstions represent several million members,

the women's federstions, Syndicalist Youth, the Anarchists end
the Tibertarien Book Guild, 3 TRE T

; In additibn, there we're repreéentatives of the'l.W}M;A};

" Here is one of the resolutions rassed by the congress: -

\ i LA o

"The S,A,C,, meeting im its 13th congress, sends its frete
ernel grobtings to sll comrades throughout the world, In the
first place we think of our comrades in the Bulgariem codcentret-
ion cemps, end 7% the militeuts in Spain who, in spite of bloody
Persecution, cerry on their heroic struggle fgainst the regime
of ‘the butcher Franco, We send, olso, our greetings to friends
ond comredes im Latin America, where.fascist'roaqtion.triea,
brutally end systematically, to wibe out freecdom and socisl pro-
gress, sbove all ngainst the representotives ' of the workers
orgouiged in the scections of the LoW Mok, 100450 : =S

"The congress, which re-gifirms the idess of the “I,W,M,4,,
ossures the comredcs in all countries of its unshskesble solider-
1ty amd its will' to coutinue the common struggle for the liberot-

ion of humenity from all forms of State.domiﬁation and copitol-

- ) " g™ i)
ist o vaitbigdn, T
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